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or magazine of not less than monthly issue, in Massachusetts, 
may become a member of the Association by signing the Con- 
stitution and paying into the Treasury the sum of Three Dol- 
lars; and in case any question arises in relation to the char- 
acter of any journal, the matter shall be referred to the Exec- 
utive Committee for their decision. 

Section 2.— Any person distinguished in the profession in 
this or neighboring States, or who has rendered conspicuous 
services to the Association, may be chosen by the Executive 
Committee an honorary member, such membership to continue 
only during the year of election. 

Article; V. 
Ten members shall constitute a quorum. 

Article VI. 

This Constitution may be repealed or amended by a vote of 
two-thirds of the members present, at any regular meeting. 



Bl-LAWS. 



Article I. 

Section 1.— There shall be an annual meeting of the Associ- 
ation, the time and place of which shall be decided, year by 
year, by a vote of the members. 

Section 2.— Special meetings may be called at any time by 
the Executive Committee. 

Section 3.— The members of the Association, of the place at 
which the meeting of the Association may be . held, shall be 
considered a local Committee of Arrangements. 

Section 4.— There shall be an annual assessment of Two Dollars 
upon each member of the Association, payable in January. 

Section 5.— The Treasurer shall notify members of all as- 
sessments due, and in case any member neglects, for the space 
of three months after notification, to pay such assessment, he 
shall thereupon cease to be a member of the Association. 
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J^txth §.mm\ <f umm^ (^xmuxon. 



The Massachusetts Press Association started on its sixth an- 
nual excursion on the morning of June 23^ 1875. The trip was to 
Niagara Falls by the way of Watkins Glen. The party which as- 
sembled at the Boston & Albany depot in Boston on the morningr 
of the start, was not so large as on former occasions, but receiv- 
ing accessions as it proceeded the number reached nearly to one . 
hundred. At Pittsfiel d, lunch was served, Mrs. Henry Chickering' 
contributing somewhat to its enjoyment, by her excellent cook- 
ery. We reached Albany about 3, crossed the bridge and con- 
tinued our journey over the N. Y. Central. At Schenectady, the 
city was fluttering with flags, and everybody was in their holiday 
dress. Inquiring as to the cause of so much jubilee we learned 
that a soldiers monument, which had been erected at an expense 
of $9000, was to be dedicated in the public square. We couldn't 
wait to see it, but steamed along. Our railroad had four tracks 
which was a curiosity to the Eastern passengers. The canal ran 
alongside most of the way, and the slowly creeping teams and 
the sluggish motion of the boats contrasted strongly with the 
cars rumbling noisily and swiftly along. The day was warm and 
dusty, and gradually our countenances became changed. The 
blondes became brunettes, and the brunettes assumed the ap- 
pearance of charcoal drivers, and a soiled and tired set of 
travellers it was that finally alighted in Syracuse, and trudged 
off to the Globe and the Vanderbilt. Everybody laughed at 
everybody else, and those who had tried to wash-up in the cars 
looked the worst. However, a few moments in the hotels 
changed all, and a good siipper completed the work, and all 
were happy. 

Our party took an early start from Syracuse, much to the re- 
gret of some who would have enjoyed a stroll about the city. 
We were told that it contained 50,000 inhabitants. It is some- 
times called the "city of conventions," from the fact that always 
some convention or other is in session there. The day we ar- 
rived the State Convention of the Prohibitionists was held there. 
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The salt works are their'^^jreat industry, and it is said that the 
annual prodiict is seven million bushels, but whether this should 
be taken ** cum gi*ano " or not, I cannot say, as ours was not a 
statistical expedition. We saw the vats where the water from 
the salt springs was evaporating, and passed on to fresher scenes. 

Our objective point was Cayuga, at the foot of the lake of the 
same name. Our conductor was the venerable John Houghta- 
ling, who rejoices that he is the oldest running conductor in the 
country. The day he had us in charge was his 68th birthday, 
and he looked ** just as young as lie used to be," when, thirty-six 
years ago, he began to shout '* tickets,'* and illustrate how polite 
a man may be, and at the same time attend strictlv to business. 
The State Prison at Auburn was on the line, and we, like every- 
body else who can, were willing to let it alone. The highest pin- 
nacle of the building was surmounted by an effigy of the Lexing- 
ton Minute-Man, which excited our wonder, some holding thJit 
the Chinese method of scaring the prisoners prevailed there. 
Arriving at Cayuga we left the cars, bade farewell to "Uncle 
John,** and embarked on the steamer **T. D. Wilcox," for a sail 
up the lake. There was nothing very remarkable or interesting 
in this until we reached a landing place near the end of our jour- 
ney, and set out on a pilgrimage to Taughannock Fall. This is 
a most remarkable curiosity. Clambering up a hill some five 
hundred feet above the level of the lake we conrie to a vast am- 
phitheater, into one side of which a little stream has cut a chan- 
nel, and pours itself over the brink into the chasm below, a dis- 
tance of 215 feet. The volume of water is small, and that fact 
enhances its beauty, as it gives to the little sheet the appearance 
of wool in a carding machine, the snowy flakes of foam slowly 
and ever descending, almost noiselessly pursuing each other into 
the depths. Seen from above it is hard to realize the great hight 
of the fall, and until one fixes the eyes upon a foam wreath as it 
passes over the ledge, and follows it in its downward course, can 
a fair conception of the magnitude of this cascade be obtained. 
From the bed of the stream a glance ui)ward reveals the fall 
in all its grandeur, and the beholder can only then realize the 
wonders and the beauties of the scene. As yet the hotel people 
have not provided a safe descent, and we reluctantly turned 
back to the steamer. From the hill a tine view of the lake was 
obtained, and the spot is a favorite resort for picnic parties 
from all the country round. 

We next steamed into Ithaca and dined at the Tthaca Hotel. Af- 
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ter dinner the party entered carriages and climbed the hill to Cor- 
nell University. By invitation of President White, the party en- 
tered the library, where he addressed us, giving some account of 
the University, its foundation, distinctive features, its achiev- 
ments and its hopes. ISeven years ago the grounds where uow 
stand the college buildings were nothing but a wheat field. The 
^^outh and North Buildings used for lecture rooms, and herba- 
rium and veterinary collections, are each 160x50 and four stories 
high, built of blue stone quarried on the grounds. 

The McGraw building so called from John McGraw, of Ithaca, 
who gave it to the University, is 200x60, with a tower 120 feet 
high, in which is the college bell and McGraw chimes, which 
rang out a welcome to us as we entered the place. This build- 
ing contains the library numbering 38,000 volumes, embracing^ 
ten collections, beside the pamphlet and newspaper collections. 
Above the library are the museums, containing many rare and 
curious specimens, to which days of examination and study 
might be devoted. The building is supposed to be completely 
fire proof. The Sibley College named for the donor Hon. Hiram 
Sibley of Rochester, is of stone, of the same character as the 
other buildings. In it is the machine shop and printing ofUce, 
lecture and drawing rooms. In the machine shop, those students 
who are pursuing the mechanical course work ten hours every 
week for four years. They make machinery, principally for 
testing surfaces, angles, &c. These machines seemed to be as 
near perfection as it is possible to approach. The surfaces of 
one machine were so exact that when laid one upon the other 
the adhesion was sufficient to raise both when the upper was 
li^ed. The edges of another were so perfect that a hair placed 
under one end would raise it enough to show a line of light. 
After the hair had been so employed it was placed in another 
machine to determine its thickness, when it was found to be 
thirty-one ten thousandths of an inch. The professor had 
guessed it would be thirty-two, and explained his error by the 
probability that the. straightedge had squeezed it a little. We 
afterwards learned that the hair would weigh one-tenth of a 
milligramme. 'In this building we found the printers at work ; 
girls at the cases and boys at the presses. They were also 
stereotyping, having in all departments of the office novel and 
ingenious machines. The Laboratory is a wooden building 
containing three laboratories, and the draughting room of the 
civil engineers. 
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The Sage building is quadrangular, 168x41, with wings respect- 
ively 85 and 112 feet long. It is of brick with stone trimmings, 
and quite ornamental. The wings are connected at the back by 
the gymnasium. This building is occupied by the young women, 
and has rooms for one hundred. These rooms are 18x14, with a 
low board partition dividing it into sleeping and study rooms. 
Besides these rooms it contains an elegant parlor, lecture and 
recitation rooms, museum, green houses, <&c., for the piirsuit 
of floriculture and omaiaental gardening. President White 
remarked that their experience in the co-education of the sexes 
had been so far entirely successful. The young men were more 
easily controlled, as many things which other universities are 
obliged to wink at, even if they do not encourage them, are 
unknown to Cornell, the natural gallantry of the young men 
making impossible what elsewhere is deplored, and in language 
and behavior the tone is high. The University Chapel, also 
the gift of Hon. Henry W. Sage, for whom the Sage College is 
named, is a short distance from the College for Women. It is 
of brick with stone trimmings, quite ornate without and within. 
It contains two audience rooms which may on occasion be made 
into one; the smaller is used for Episcopal services. Daily 
chapel services are held, to which the students are invited, 
though not compelled to attend. The college is unsectarian, 
and discourses are delivered in the chapel by clergymen of 
various denominations. The building nearest the town is 
called Cascadilla Place. The building is of stone, 180x100, four 
stories high. It stands on the bank of Cascadilla Creek. Here 
many of the students and professors reside. It is connected 
with the University buildings by a footpath and drive across 
an iron bridge which spans the stream 80 feet above the bed. 
There are at Cornell 532 students. The University takes its 
name from Ezra Cornell who gave two hundred acres of land 
and half a million dollars. The State also gave the proceeds 
of its land grant from the United States, concentrating it all 
at this point, rather than giving a little to each of the colleges 
in the State, thei'eby making a gift which should be important 
and useful, and from which more could be derived than in any 
other way. The theory of the president is dissemination of 
primary and secondary instruction, but concentration of ap- 
pliances of advanced education. We turned from the Univer- 
sity with regret, for its many objects of interest would repay 
an extended visit. The enthusiasm of President White was 
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magnetic, and the resolve was often uttered in the party: "My 
girl and my boy shall know more of this.** 

Cornell possesses natural beauties not to be unheeded. Finely 
situated upon a hill A^hich rises several hundred feet above 
Ithica, it overlooks the Cayuga lake, which is spread out iit 
matchless beauty before it, and stretching to the northward 
a distance of forty miles. Behind the colleges a gorge in the 
hills gives scenery said to be unsurpassed in the world. Ithaca 
is a town of 10,000 inhabitants, has several churches, a fine 
public library, and a daily newspaper. 

We left Ithaca late in the evening for Watkins, over the 
Utica, Ithaca and Elmira R. R., reaching Watkins at a late 
hour in the midst of a thunder shower. The entire party was 
booked for the Glen Mountain House, but agents of another 
hotel beset us at Ithaca, and used every argument to induce 
us to cancel our agreement with the Glen Mountain and go to 
the other house. On our arrival the most distracting babel of 
sounds greeted our ears, as if the entire population were en- 
gaged in an attempt to deafen us. Noticing that the depot 
side of the train was clear of these importunate people, a bolt 
was made for shelter until we could find out **who was who, 
and what was what." Some of our party fell into the hands 
of the Philistines and were spirited away to strange quarters, 
from whence they were forced to make other moist and an- 
noying journeys after the discovery of their error. By mid- 
night the last passenger was taken from the depot, and the 
last prisoner rescued from the banditti, and in the cosy parlors 
of Messrs. Lytle & Co., we forgot the discomforts of the day. 

The dawn revealed a pleasant and convenient hostelry on the 
brink of a chasm, the terrors of which were partly overcome by a 
luxuriant growth of forest trees. Spanning the gorge some hun- 
dred feet above a stream was an iron bridge, over which the hun- 
gry visitors trooped for breakfast which was served in a charm- 
ing hall built like a swiss chalet, and clinging to a shelf of the 
rock like a veritable eyrie. From the veranda of this romantic 
dining room, the view though not extensive is at once beautiful 
and grand, but the real joys of the place are hidden to the cas- 
ual observer and can only be discovered by the patient toiler. 
We were kindly aided in our pursuit of the beautiful by Mr. M. 
Ells, who is the pioneer manager of Watkins Glen, and Messrs. 
L. M. Gano and Johnson Brigham of the Watkins Express. 
Going down to the foot of the gorge we arrive at the entrauce 
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ampitheater, into which the Entrance Cascade plunges 6) feet to 
the pool below. Uptlie stairs and across Sentry Bridge, we take 
our last look of green fieUls. The air is deliciously cool, and the 
beetling rocks, from whose crevices spring the most delightful 
ferns, the dashing stream, tumbling and rushing through the 
rocky pathway, produce an invigorating and inspiring effect. 
Turning our backs to the outer world and grasping firmly the 
railing which renders the ascent a safe one, we pass through 
Stillwater Gorge, and soon catch a glimpse of Minnehaha cas- 
cade. It is beautiful, but another name would be better. The 
Fairy Cascade leaps into Neptune's Pool. Through the Laby- 
rinth we reach the Cavern Cascade. Here a cavern in the rock 
makes room for half a dozen people to stand directly behind 
the cascade which i)iunges over the shelf fifty feet to the Sty- 
gian Pool. Ascending fifty feet by a fiight of steps we reach 
the boulevard on which the Swiss cottage rests. Passing it, 
a few rods brings us to the Art Gallery of Capt. J. Hope. Here 
we obtain rest from the fatigues of the ascent, and feast the 
eyes on some of the finest paintings in the country. Capt, 
Hope was in the Vermont Brigade, and one side of his gallery 
is adorned with a large cartoon showing the Army of the Po- 
tomac at Cumberland Landing in *62. He is sometimes called 
"Father of Realistic Art," and the pictures in his gallery 
have stood the test of the severest criticism. His **Gera 
of the Forest," "Rainbow Fall," "Artists Dream," and many 
other smaller, though not less noticable paintings, would well 
repay an hour's study. 

Passing the art gallery we again descend the Sylvan Path to 
the Rapids, and up the Sylvan Gorge to the Cathedral. This 
is an immense ampitheater, over the floor of which the stream 
spreads out, and hardly moves. The floor is of limestone, and 
as level as if the great flat pavements were laid by human 
hands. The rocky walls of this remarkable spot, towers 300 
feet above the base, adorned with flowers and ferns, and 
<;rowned with stately trees, over all of which the blue arch forms 
a fitting dome for one of Nature's grandest temples. Leaving 
the cathedral with the Central Cascade chanting it eternal orison, 
we press on to the next scene in this Elysium, which is the Rain- 
bow Falls. A little stream attempts to enter the gorge from the 
bank above, and tumbling over the brink spreads out on the face 
of the rock and conceals the pathway with a veil of sparkling 
gems. At certain hours of the day the visitor who enters this 
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rocky gallery beholds almost within his grasp a bewitching rain- 
bow. Approaching the spot, splashed from above, slipping on 
the moistened pathway, the fall seemed commonplace. But 
passing behind the sparkling veil, all changed in a moment, and 
a scene of indescribable beauty was unfolded, which more than 
repaid the exertion to see it. The pools, the cascades, the 
shadows shimmering through the trees on the banks, the many 
formed ferns that ileck the rocky walls, all prepare us for the' 
crowning picture known as the Artist's Dream. Here all the 
features of the glen seem to have combined to make one of 
those sublime pictures which artists in their wildest dreams 
have fancied, but which the Sublime Artist of the universe has 
here spread to show his children how much more beautiful is 
nature than the highest conception of art. This is the culmi- 
nation of the beauties of the region, and although the path 
lead onward some distance farther, and we explored it to the 
end, there was nothing to inspire, and nothing that could 
equal the Artist's Dream. 

At the end of the pathway we climbed up the steep sides of 
the ravine which had here lost their perpendicular form, and 
strolled along the edge of the reft, to an observatory in the 
village cemetery, perched like a lookout, hundreds of feet 
above the town. The beautiful Senaca Lake for the first time 
burst on our vision. The verses which in school days gave us 
so much vexation in our crude attempts at parsing, now re- 
turned with pleasure, and we could realize with Percival 

** How sweet, at set of sun, to view 
Thy golden mirror spreading wide. 
And see the mist of mantling blue 
Float round the distant mountain side." 

Tumbling down the steep path from the observatory we found 
ourselves once more at the Chalet, where a rest on the veranda, 
with the cool breeze sighing down the Glen, was a pleasant ter- 
mination of the visit to the elfin land. 

The Glen is believed by some to have been caused by the out- 
burst of a lake once located on the table land above, which on 
the subsidence of the waters once covering the region, were 
deprived of the lateral pressure, and burst open the mountain 
making . the rift from end to end. Subsequent action of the 
water, and the rocks, ice, and logs that annually whirl through 
the gorge have worn out the chasms, pools, and galleries, giving 
the glen the fantastic shapes which are its special charms. In 
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October the view must .be one of surpassing loveliness, and we 
know of no place where a week could be passed so pleasantly. 

The evening of our stay at the Glen Mountain was passed with 
music and social chat.. The colored boys from the chalet came 
over with a guitar, ai\d sang some songs, and the whole com- 
pany joined in the music of some of the royal old tunes that 
will never die. Next morning we bid farewell to Watkins. At 
the wharf, whicli is just behind the depot, we learned that the 
uncivilized hackmen had the night previous torn up a section of 
the horse railroad track, which they thought encroached on their 
domain. Hereafter, any one wishing to ride to the Glen for five 
cents will have to reach the cars through or over a hackman, an 
enterprise we have no desire to attempt. 

Seneca Lake is *' all my fancy painted it," and the sail down 
to Geneva was one of the pleasantest parts of our journey. We 
made a short stop at Ovid, where is located the Willard Asylum 
for the Insane. There are 930 inmates, and by invitation of 
Dr. John B. Chapin, those of our party who chose to do so 
went through the buildings. It was an unwise thing to do, as 
many of the patients became excited, and several of our 
party narrowly escaped injury. The corridors and rooms were 
scrupulously neat, and the arrangements for the comfort and 
the care of the unfortunate inmates weie most complete. 

While on the lake we experienced a heavy shower, and it 
was still raining when we arrived at Geneva. Mr. S. H. Par- 
ker, of the Gazette, came down the lake with us from Wat- 
kins, and pointed out many places of interest. At Geneva we 
took the cars again which Charley McCammon had brought, 
up from Syracuse, and trundled off to Rochester, where we 
got the best supper of the trip at the Brackett House. Em- 
barking again, we turn our faces to Niagara, where we arrived 
about nine o'clock, and were not long in availing ourselves of 
comfortable quarters in the International Hotel. 

Next morning the party took carriages and proceeded to ex- 
plore the wonders of the region. As we slowly passed over 
the new suspension bridge, the Falls in all their grandeur ap- 
peared before us. But little was said, each being content to 
quietly gaze at the wonderful spectacle. We alighted at the 
verge of Horse Shoe Fall, and the more venturesome gathered 
flowers which grew over the cliff. Descending the spiral stair- 
case we stood in the spray and gazed upward at the world 
of waters which plunged from the overhanging rock. Re -en 
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tering the carriages we passed the CUifton Hoasc, made fa- 
mous by Burlingame's challenge to Brooks, and re-crossing 
the bridge drove to the Whirlpool rapids. Here we found an 
elevator by which the party were lowered in groups of eight 
to the banks of the river. The waters al this point are forced 
through a narrow channel, and the center of the plunging cur- 
rent is several feet higher than the banks. The tumbling 
waves, rushing onward at the i*ate of thirty miles an hour, 
send ever and anon a side wave to shore, so that standing on 
the rocks one sees the waves rush in and then recede like 
breakers of the ocean on a rocky shore. It was through this 
terrible cauldron that the intrepid Robinson steered the " Maid 
of the Mist." A little summer house is built on one of the 
boulders which are strewn along the shore, and the tourist 
may sit and gaze upon the wonders of the mighty flood. Its 
ever changing form, its mad speed, the literal ebb and flow, 
and the weird surroundings exert a magical influence on the 
beholder and it is with regret that he turns from the fasci- 
nating scene, and seeks the upper world. 

Prospect Park next claimed our attention. This is a regularly 
laid out park, inclosing the angle of the American Falls and the 
Ferry stairs. A strong parapet is built along the verge of the 
cliff, so that the visitor may gaze without danger into the 
depths below, and may safely stand at the very edge of the 
American Fall. From this battlement a magnificent view of 
the entire Falls may be had, and the beholder never weaiies 
of the sight. Seats afford a convenient resting place, and a 
stroll along the walks beside the rapids is a romantic pleasure. 
From the Park a short walk brings ns to the bridge spanning 
the rapids, by which we reach Goat Island. At the extremity of 
Goat Island a bridge leads to Luna Island, where is another 
fine view of the American Fall. We were shown the spot 
where a few years ago a young man lifted a little girl with the 
remark, "Shall I throw you in?*' She struggled in terror, and 
fell from his arms into the rapids. He immediately plunged 
after her and both went over the falls. We descended the stair- 
case that leads to the Cave of the Winds, but did not explore its 
terrors. Here the pulsation of the flood is witnessed, the same 
as at Whirlpool rapids. The roar, though at all times tremen- 
dous, is intermittent. The walk from the stairs to the Cave is 
not a safe one, as the large pieces of stone recently fallen in 
the path, gave warning. At the other side of Goat Island the 
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path leads out to the verge of the Horse Shoe Fall, where 
formerly stood the Terapin Tower. This tower having become 
unsafe, was removed a short time ago. From the parapet we 
beheld the rainbow that always greets the sun from the mist 
at the foot of the Fall. A stroll along the path soon brings 
us to the Three Sisters. These are. three islands in the great 
rapids, connected together and to the main land by suspension 
bridges. From the outer Sister is obtained the best view of the 
rapids as they come dashing onward for the final leap. Re- 
turning from the Sisters we sought the main Hind, and re- 
entering the Park went down the inclined railway to the ferry. 
Here is a ferry which has been used for more than a century, 
and never had an accident. But we had no use for the ferry, 
so passing to the left we were soon in the embrace of the 
mists of the American Fall, and although drenched to the 
skin, we would not retreat, until we had gone far enough to see 
the most remarkable sight of all, the circular rainbow, or as it 
might more truly be called, the rain wheel. For it described a 
complete circle, not reaching entirely across, but occupying 
about one-half of the Fall, with its lower edge resting on the 
rocks, and floating like a halo of iridescent glory. Slowly we 
returned to the hotel, filled with the wonders, and the glories, 
and the beauties of the place. 

At the hotel during the evening a package of hymn books was 
received from the Methodist Church, and for an hour a praise 
meeting was held that would have done Dr. Tourjee's soul 
good. We must not forgot to mention the kind offices of Dr. 
S. S. Southworth. of the Niagara Falls Begister, who was oui* 
"guide, philosopher, and friend," during our stay, who procured 
us entry to places otherwise inaccessible, and protected us from 
the extortioners who regard every stranger as legitimate prey. 
His paper has already accomplished a revolution among the 
hackman and storekeepers, and it is possible to see all the sights 
as reasonably as in any other city m the land. 

Next morning we turned our faces toward home. We had 
seen all we wanted to see, and the party settled down in the 
carsj mindful only of comfort. We dined at Syracuse, and 
reached Albany early in the evening. On the morrow we re- 
sumed our homeward journey, lunched in the cars, and reached 
Boston at six, not wholly free from fatigue, but filled with the 
impression that the Sixth was the best of the annual excursions 
of the Massachusetts Press Association. 
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LIST OF EXCUMSIOMSTS. 



George S. Merrill and wife, and Master Winfield G. Merrill, 
Lawrence ; C. W. Slack and wife, and Miss M. E. Slack, Boston ; 
Francis Procter and wife, and Miss Sarah G. Duly, Gloucester ; 
George A. Msi^rden, Lowell; Henry Chickering and wife, Pitts- 
field ; John L. Parker, Woburn, with Miss Elsie J. Parker, and 
Miss Helen M. Hills, Boston ; N. A. Horton, and Miss Martha O. 
Horton, Salem; Edmund Anthony and wife. New Bedford; 
Charles F. Crocker, Lawrence; George Foster and wife, and 
Miss Mary E. Foster, Andover; M. Elizabeth Green, and Miss 
Flora E. Vining, Quincy; E. A. Hall and wife, Greenfield; 
William Hastings, Waltham ; H. O. Hildreth and wife, Dedham ; 
Alexander Hyde and wife, Lee; Justin Jones and Miss L. E. 
Cox, Boston; C. B. Josselyn and wife, Maiden; C. L. Enapp 
and wife, and Mrs. H. R. Fletcher, Lowell ; Miss Ella F. Morrison, 
Lawrence ; A. B. Morss and wife, Medf ord ; George W. Prescott 
and wife, Quincy ; Eben P. Raymond and wife, and Miss Mary F. 
Raymond, New Bedford ; William S. Robertson, Fall River ; W. 
J. Rolfe and wife, and Mrs. Levi Tower, Cambridge; W. H. 
Safford, Boston ; J. S. Smith and Miss Susan T. Smith. Rock- 
land; George K. Snow and wife, and Mrs. A. M. Hapgood. 
Watertown; John K. Tarbox, Lawrence; George M. Whittaker, 
Southbridge ; ^* D. Winslow and wife, and Mrs. Hattie A. Has ■ 
kins, Newton5*E. G. Woodward and wife, Haverhill; J. J. 
Brown, Andover; J. E. Butler, Biddeford, Me.; Nathan Drake 
and wife, and Miss LuUe M. Drake, Watertown; E. H. El well 
and wife, Portland, Me. ; George E. Jeuks and wife, Concord, 
N. H. ; Samuel B. Noyes and wife, and Mrs. C. M. French, Jr., 
Canton ; W. S. Shurtleff and wife, Springfield, and Mrs. M. J. 
Pitman, Newport, R. I.; Joseph Wood, Wiscasset, Me.; Mrs. 
John M. Hill, and Miss S. E. Stevens, Concord, N. H. ; Miss A. 
E. Blodgett, Rhode Island, and Miss E. M. Carpenter, Boston. 

J. A. Dresser, Master H. Willis Dresser, Miss Jenny L. Farring- 
ton, and Mr. A. O. Bunnell, of Dansville, N. Y. ; W. L. Burt, and 
Master Robert V. Burt, of Boston ; Mrs. William Hastings and 
children, of Waltham, accompanied the excursion portions of 
the way. 
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Aimeal Brasimess Meetimg. 



The annual meeting of the Massachusetts Press Association 
for the choice of officers and the transaction of other business, 
was held in the reading-room of the new Hotel Brunswick, on 
Boylston street, Boston, on the afternoon of Tuesday, Febru- 
ary 15th, 1876. 

The meeting was called to order at 2 o'clock by the Presi- 
dent, George S. Merrill, of the Lawrence American. 

On motion of B. F. Guild, of the Commercial Bulletin, Bos- 
ton, it was voted to proceed to the election of officers for the 
ensuing year. 

On motion of Francis Procter, of the Cape Ann Advertiser, 
Gloucester, it was voted that a committee of three be appointed 
to nominate a list of officers, and in accordance with said vote 
the Chair appointed the following named gentlemen :— Francis 
Procter, of the Cape Ann Advertiser, Gloucester ; Benjamin F. 
Guild, of the Commercial Bulletin, Boston; and John L. Shorey, 
of The Nursery, Boston. 

The Committee having attended to their duty reported the 
following list and the same was accepted : 

Preftident— George S. Merrill, of the Lawrence American. 

Vice Presidents— ChSiT\e8 W. Slack, of the Commonwealth, 
Boston; Edwin B. Haskell, of the Boston Herald; Francis 
Procter, of the Cape Ann Advertiser, Gloucester; George A. 
Marden, of the Lowell Courier; Henry Chickering, of the 
Berkshire County Eagle, Pittsfield. 

Becording Sea'etary— Luther L. Holden, of the Boston Journal. 

Corresponding Secretary— John L. Parker, of the Woburn 
Journal. 

Treasurer— John S. Baldwin, of the Worcester Spy. 

Auditor— 'N&tha.mel A. Horton, of the Salem Gazette. 

On motion of Mr. Guild, the Recording Secretary was in- 
structed to deposit one vote bearing the above names as the 
unanimous choice of the Association, and the act having been 
performed, the gentlemen whose names are giveii above were 
declared elected. 

The President called attention to the recent death of a much 
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esteemed member of the Association, Edmund Anthony, of 
the New Bedford Standard, and on motion of Charles A. J. 
Farrar, of the West Roxbury Gazette, it was voted that a 
committee be appointed to draft suitable resolutions of respect. 
In accordance with this vote the Chair appointed Charles A. 
J. Farrar, of the West Roxbury Gazette, and Nathaniel A. 
Horton, of the Salem Gazette, as members of said committee, 
and on motion of Mr. Farrar, Charles W. Slack, of the Com- 
monwealth, was subsequently added. 

The subject of the annual summer excursion was taken up 
and the President announced that the general expression so 
far as heard from, seemed to be in favor of a visit to the Cen- 
tennial Exhibition, at Philadelphia. On motion of Francis 
Procter it was voted that the subject be referred to the Exec- 
utive Committee with an expression of opinion in favor of a 
visit to Philadedphia. 

The President announced that an invitation had been re- 
ceived from the managers of the Boston Theatre to attend a 
representation of "Our American Cousin," in the evening ; and 
on motion of Francis Procter a vote of thanks was tendered 
therefor. 

Mr. Farrar, from the Committee appointed to prepare a 
suitable expression in regard to the death of the late Edmund 
Anthony, reported the following which was accepted and unani- 
mously adopted:— 

The Massachusetts Press Association recognizes the great loss which has 
come to its social and practical duties by the death of Edmund Anthohy, of 
New Bedford. A son of the State by birth, he was a good illustration of the 
sagacity, thrift and intelligence which guide New England. An upright and 
honest man, a public official of accuracy and faithfulness, an editor of enter- 
prise and Judgment, he served In all capacities to the credit of his community 
and the personal reputation of himself. The loss of such a member and 
associate is a general deprivation to this association, which recalls with satis- 
faction the frequent occasions of his cheerful co-operatiun. 

The Treasurer, John S. Baldwin, submitted his annual report 
(to be found elsewhere), and the same was referred to the 

Auditor. 

On motion of Mr. Horton, the thanks of the association were 
tendered to all persons who had contributed to the success of 
the re-union. 

On motion of Francis Procter, adjourned. 

LuTHEK L. HoLDKN, Recording Secretary. 
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Third Winter Keiinion and Banqnet. 



At the conclusion of the business meeting, the members of the 
Association proceeded to the elegant parlors of the hotel where 
the ladies were already assembled, and a half hour was pleas- 
antly and profitably passed in social converse. 

At 3 o'clock, the company, numbering about one hundred and 
twenty-five persons, was invited to dinner which was served in 
the adjacent dining room of the Brunswick. Colonel J. W. 
Wolcott, the energetic and enterprising proprietor of the hotel 
had given the banquet his personal supervision, and the result 
was such as might have been expected in this most elegant of 
public houses. The tables were laden with every conceivable 
delicacy and all were sei*ved with a neatness and elegance which 
made the feast doubly enjoyable. It was beyond all question 
one of the most successful banquets ever given in Boston under 
similar circumstances. 

After the company had been seated, President Merrill invited 
Rev. George C. Lorimer, D. D., to invoke the Divine blessing. 

Sufficient time was given to a full discussion of the viands 
and at the conclusion of the repast the company was again 
called to order by President Merrill, who in a brief and mainly 
humorous speech reviewed some of the events in the career 
of the Association during the year just passed. Referring 
pleasantly to his own election to the office of President for 
the fifth term, he said he had felt a curiosity to know why 
the Association had so long run in the rut of re-elections. A 
lady had told him that day it was because every ex-president 
felt it his right to make after-dinner speeches every year, 
and they did not want to run the risk of not electing him. 
Alluding to Ben Franklin, who was called the patron saint 
of printers, he said there was a deal of humbug in some of 
his so-called wise saws, and instanced the famous one» 

*' Early to bed and early to rine 
Make a man healthy, wealthy and wise," 

as an absurdity in the light of a printer's experience. Mr. 
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Merrill spoke feelingly of the late Mr. Anthony of the New 
Bedford Standard, the only member of the Association who 
had died in the course of the year. Some of the comic inci- 
dents of the last summer excursion were briefly touched 
upon, and some fun was indulged in on account of the re- 
cent escapade of a Boston newspaper publisher to the land 
of dikes and ditches. In conclusion, he remarked that "old 
Sol " had refused to smile upon the fesiivitles, but there was 
present a "young Sol," to whom all would be delighted to listen. 

Mr. Sol Smith Russell, the celebrated humorist, was introduced 
and very warmly received. He proceeded to give some of his 
inimitable personations of eccentric character, and for some 
time eHcited laughter and admiring applause by turns. His first 
personation was of a happy individual denominated " Jeremiah 
Jolliboy." His next was " Eli Fossil," an uncompromising yeo- 
man who delivered a speech in town meeting " agin the buildin' 
of a new skule haouse." Throwing aside the manner and per- 
sonal appearance of the illiberal old farmer with surprising 
alacrity, he gave an admirable imitation of his friend John B. 
Gough in one of his most fiery bursts of oratory. He closed his 
budget of comicalities by reading a school-boy's composition on 
" The Hoss," Which was replete with humor. 

Mr. William T. Adams ( " Oliver Optic ") was next called upon 
He said he had given up making after-dinner speeches. Still 
he thanked the company for the opportunity given him of stand- 
ing up before the representatives of the press of Massachusetts. 
He was grateful to them all for whatever they had said of him, 
whether pleasant or otherwise. With these remarks he ex- 
cused himself from attempting a formal speech. 

Mr. E. H. Elwell, of the Portland Transcript, representing 
the Maine Press Association, was next called upon, and made 
an address replete with humor. He was glad to see around 
him such evidences of the prosperity of the newspaper press 
of the Bay State. He related the origin of newspapers in Boston, 
the motive having been stated by the first publisher to be the 
furtherance of truth telling. Ever since that time the press of 
Boston, and of all Massachusetts, had been noted for its truth-» 
fulness. The good example Massachusetts had set before Maine 
in the matter of press festivals was alluded to and commented 
upon in a pleasant vein. In conclusion he wished the Massa- 
chusetts Association the same prospeiity in the future it had 
enjoyed in the past. 
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Mr. George E. Jenks, of the Monitor and Statesman, of Con- 
cord, N. H., and President of the New Hampshire Press Associa- 
tion, spoke in behalf of that state. His remarks were devoted 
largely to historical reminiscences and allusions, in which he 
traced many good services which sons of New Hampshire had 
performed in Massachusetts. He expressed the most cordial 
feeling towards the Press Association of MassachusetUs, and was 
sure such sentiments were general among New Hampshire 
journalists. 

Mr. Samuel B. Noyes, an honorary menaber of the Association, 
to whom was confided the honor of directing the musical exer- 
cises of the occasion, was introduced by the President in a com- 
plimentary manner, and sang an original ode, adroitly introduc- 
ing the names of the members who had participated in the 
Summer excursion. 

Mr. Benjamin F. Guild, of the Commercial Bulletin, enter- 
tained the company with a speech abounding in witticisms, 
in which nearly every prominent event of the time came 
in for a pointed or sarcastic allusion. He spoke of his posi- 
tion at the table as furnishing him with a choice of trac(k}ts, 
inasmuch as he was sandwiched between a minister (Rev. Dr. 
Lorimer) and a railroad superintendent (Mr. A. A. Folsom of 
the Boston and Providence Railroad.) Afterwards while speak- 
ing of the railroad interest which was so ably represented by 
his genial neighbor, he animadverted upon the conduct of 
those fellows at the State House who are base enough to ac- 
cept a free pass. "How they do it," added he, "I do not 
know. If I did, I'd do it myself." Mr. Guild's remarks elic- 
ited shouts of laughter. 

Mr. William A. Hovey, of the Boston Transcript, said he did 
not believe in after dinner speeches. He thought they were 
relics of barbarism. Nevertheless he made some pleasant re- 
marks, partly at the expense of the last speaker, and partly in 
acknowledgment of the pleasure he felt in being present. 

Mr. Charles W. Slack of the Commonwealth, was the next 
speaker. After alluding to the pleasant results of the festive 
gatherings of the Association, he referred at some length to their 
elegant surroundings on the present occasion, and the growth 
and progress of the city which were illustrated thereby. Only 
some fifteen years ago the site of the stately Hotel Brunswick 
was in the Back Bay. In this elegant hotel is typified the energy, 
prosperity, thrift and far-sightedness of the city of Boston. It 
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was these traits to which the newspap^ press owed its pros- 
perity, and to which in return it should contribute. The 
power of the press for good was very great. The speaker 
drew attention to the elegant and comfortable appoint- 
ments of the hotel in which they were assembled, and in 
this connection referred to the growth of hotel conven- 
iences, contrasting the inconvenient hotels of other countries 
with the Hotel Brunswick which was a marvel of convenience and 
comfort. He gloried too in the fact that such an elegant estab- 
lishment was in such competent hands. He felt more like 
thanking the landlord who had so admirably provided for 
them than like flattering any one else. Ho believed they had 
been shown the perfection of hotel keeping. Again speaking 
of the opening of such a hotel in such a place as significant 
of the energy, thrift and throbbing enterprise of the city, he 
closed by renewing his tribute to the Brunswick as one of the 
very first hotels in America. 

Mr. George A. Marden, of the Lowell Courier, who had ar- 
rived late, was the last gentleman called up, and spoke briefly 
in a humorous vein. 

Upon adjourning from the dining-hall, the company returned 
to the parlors, where another hour was passed in a social 
manner. In the evening the members availed themselves of 
the invitation extended by Messrs. Tompkins & Hill, of the 
Boston Theatre, through their courteous business agent, Mr. 
H. A. M'Glenen, to visit that establishment where was wit- 
nessed a splendid representation of the comedy of " Our Ameri- 
can Cousin," with Mr. E. A. Sothern in his famous impersona- 
tion of Lord Dundreary. 
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TEEABUMEl'S 8TATJEMENT. 



The Treasurer of the Association was unexpectedly and un- 
willingly detained at home during the week when occurred the 
last Summer excursion, and consequently missed the pleasure of 
that comprehensive journey. Mr. Horton, of Salem, kindly con- 
sented to discharge the duties devolving upon the Treasurer 
during that week. The financial statement for the year is given 
in the following figures :— 



RECEIPTS. 

Balance on hand, February 16th, 1875, - 
Received from new Members, 
Annual dues, - - _ - 

Revere House receipts, February, 1875, 
Excursion receipts, June, 1876, 



$200 47 

24 00 

126 00 

202 50 

2.619 85 

$3,172 82 



PAYMENTS. 

Postage stamps and stationery for Treasurer and 

Secretary, _ - - 

Boqnets for Feb. reunion. 
Sundry bills for printing, - 
Procter Bros, for printing the " Annual, 
Charges at the Revere House, Feb. 16, 1875, 
Excursion expenses, June, 1875 - 



Balance on hand February 14, 1876, - 



tt 



$15 08 




16 87 




20 85 




57 50 




282 50 




2,623 07 






$3,015 87 





$156 95 



The jtems of expense for the June excursion were as follows: 
Vanderbilt House, Syracuse, $90.50; Globe Hotel, $72.00; Ithaca 
Hotel, $79.50; Hotel at Watkins Glen, $239.50; Dinner on Seneca 
Lake Steamer, $60.75; Brackett House, Rochester, $60.75; Inter- 
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national Hotel, Niagara, $286.00; extra expenses at Niagara, 
SISO.SO; Dinner at Syracuse, $59.25; Stanwix Hall, Albany, 
$181.00; fares on Boston & Albany Railroad, $449.25; fares on 
N. Y. Central Railroad, $664.00; Lake trip, Cayuga to Geneva, 
&c., $201.60; Lunch at Pittsfield, $28.67. 

JOHN S. BALDWIN, Tkeasdreh. 
Worcester, Feb. 15,[1876. 



Examined, found properly vouched, and correctly cast. 

N. A. HORTON, Auditor. 
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